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MR. HOYLE AND THE CHRISTIANS 
by Wallace Tavener 
On set occasions the President of the United States comes 


before Congress to deliver a report on " the State of the Nation ". 


From time to time a representative scientist comes before the 


nation to deliver a report on "the State of the Universe“, as it is 
seen through most recent knowledge. 


Mr. Fred Hoyle has been fascinating an enormous audience by his 
account of the deepening of our cosmological vision. He has taken 
the well-worn track of discussing the origin of various star-forms 


and planets,the present processes of the universe, and the fate of 


the earth. Finally, he came to the ancient question, “lying in 
ambush from the be „ Namely that of the human situation, or 
ans Place in the Universe". It is natural for a thinking pern, 


having set up a modern picture of the wniverse, to ask how he and 
his fellows fit into it. 


How Mr. Hoyle was found to be in favour of disintoxication. He 


invited us to admit our ignorance of our fate, and advocated an all 


-rouad scepticism — including a scepticism of materialim. He 
Significantly called upon his listeners to acknowledge that facts 
about the cosmos have always turned out, on their discovery, to be 
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more wonderful than the human mind had imagined. 
Because he did not lu for Christian orthodoxy he has been | 
attack upon they raise important,if elementary, questions, - 
especially — am examination is greatly helped by 
the correspondence, almost entircly scornful, published in “The =, 
Listener”. 
THE OFFICIAL NOTE 
Is, iu gemeral form, is the implicit and explicit protest showing “4; 
the maximem of maive prejudice.The answer to it involves the whole 4 
of the ideological outlook of the people of this country. 
the B. c. is a maticmel service of news and views; an educator as * 
well as am entertainer. Unlike the press, the B.B.C. is a total “2 
nctopoly. 2 views it does mot want to be heard on its service 8 
cammot be heard om any other, because there is no other. Therefore 3 
ict @ wery special comcern @ momopoly of this kind. It 
| ccomserve the right of all sincerity end intelligemce to use 
But, it may be remarked, there is always some proper qual ifics- 
tion of freedom. Shile democracy bes mo dogm eicept freedom, some 
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THE FOUR-FIFTHS LEFT OUT 


Correctitude is the essence of officialisn, and if we were to 
take a correct view we should observe that this country is not 
nerely officially Christian, but officially Protestant. There 1. 
an interdict against the Throne becoming Oatholic, and our Estab- 
lished churches are Protestant. The official Christianity associat- 
ed with our national high occasions is, of set purpose, Protestant, 
If, then, we are an officially Protestant nation, and that is take 
as the guide for the B.B.C., how does it come about that Catholics 
are heard with the same consideration as Protestants? 


To this one can inagine an urbane reply. "The official vie 
should not be too strict, and one must take: account, after all, ot 
* sections of opinion in the country, of which Catholicisn 

s one". 


But this concession is fatal to the whole principle of official 
ism. For if one is going to take cognisance of big sections of 
age in the country, one must also cater for the four-fifths of 
the nation that has nothing to do with official Christianity. T 
is what the B.B.C. must look into if it is going to put the propor 
tional-representation principle (when it pleases) in place of th 
officialist principle. | 


As a natter of fact we know that the judgment of the B. B. C. 
who should, and who should not, broadcast is in an ingloriou 
muddle. In effect, matters are left to the vague prejudices of th 
governors and directors. And in this situation an energetic gro 
of ac h-secretaries have usurped a disproportionate position of 
con 


So, as to the right of Fred Hoyle to be heard, we should have 
allow, if we assessed the position carefully, that in view of 
Opinions in the nation, he has at least as uch right to be heard 
as those clergynen who “have a go" at us two or three tines eve 
day. His audiences proved that. 


THE PROFESSIONAL THEOLOGIAN AND RELIGION 


(21 4 more direct challenge to the right of Mr.Hayle to be 
heard was put by several correspondents. These denied his person: 
quelification to give his opinion on matters touching religion. i 
Was pointed out that he was by profession an astro-physicist, 
it followed from that, somehow, that no notice should be taken 
anything he said affecting religious questions. 
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still with us. 


The point that Mr. Hoyle is a professional astro- 
to be that he is mot a professional theologian. ‘The 
Weak ope. Indeed, it has a fallacy in it; a fallacy that thross 

om the ineptitude of modern Christianity. 
assuzption that only professional theclogians can 
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individual experience to it, and, > 
anybody is entitled to 
faith which is in then. It 
believe, to hear hin say why mt- 
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We cannot help reflecting that if Mr. Hoyle had cone to ort a4 
don comclusions, instead of heterodox, he would have been de thes 
in all probability as a great authoritative voice of science cer 
firming the antique myths of orthodoxy. The nedieval view that . 
seien that does not confirm the traditional faith is illicit 7 
tat 
ite 
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of the fact that religion is propounded 2 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Letters sho be addressed to the Editor, "The Inquirer", 
14 Gordon Square, London, N. O. 1. They should not, in 
Ssneral, exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


It has just come to knowledge that there is to be a meeting in 
Rome, from January M4 to 12, called jointly by the Crusade for World 
sovernment and the Federal Union movement, "to provide a forum for 
the expression of progress specifica research in political, con- 
stitutional , sooial 9 and religious development throughout 
the world to assis — bringing about world unity". The meeting is 
vs in any way subjeét to Communist infiltration,and is sponsored by 
ir John Boyd Orr , And supported by M. PS of all political parties 
“xcept the Communist. I understand that any religious organisation 
N over oe members is entitled to send one delegate to Rome, and 
hat Air France wi 1 oonvey delegates at half-price. 


Now it is obviously impossible for the G.A. to send official del- 
gates at such short notice — the conference will be over before we 


tus before the year-end from sending a delegate. It would surely be 
ur credit to be in the vanguard of this movement. | 


— address 18: — Joint Councilsfor World Government, 54 Baker St., 
— Basil Viney. 


a * “Combined Operations" of October 14 the writer asks,"Is there 
2 how a need for our denomination to achieve a new ethos and pro- 
u a new gospel. . 7“ The number of times that a similar 
mestion has been asked in The Inquirer during the past few years, 
3 ar suggestion made, is surely approaching double figures 
2 % „ Hon many more times must this plea from the body of the 
be repeated before it receives the attention of the platform? 


2 A. . Blake. 


2 reading your open letter to Czech ministers, it seems to ne 
“at you are inclined to minimise the part that armament and oil 
-ntsrests have played in the past, and no doubt still play in world 
pt Sas. The industrial magnates are not inspired by patriotic 
late: and their internationalism is of the wrong kind. The 
ister story of their profit in the 1914-18 war is well 
mn. And surely it is the case that between the wars Japan's 


— for instance, is just such a "futile attempt" to ignore 
— Pealities of the Eastern situation as night lead to a war, ult- 


power politics we are in very truth putting our 
e as of those who, if not actual instigators of var, 
quite capable of blundering into it. 


— R. I. Stevens. 


although I entirely agree with the main theme of your open letter 
to the Czech minis ters, yet there is a sentence in it that seems 0 


comment. «. 28 
“pletely free to are 
7 using the words If so, 


“© you mean that no 
— Ons re we 


aset. But there is nothing to prevent any provincial assemmbly neet- 


af 


L* 


* any, 41 


we 
* 


4 


50 | | | 
1 
to 
hot | 
1 
at- — 1 
at. 
ric R 
nce | 
* 
iT 
50 
uch 
way 
out- 
cs, : 
egal 
the 
| 
— 
— 
| 
r in China and Mussolini's in Abyssinia could have been 4 
cB Sanctions which were not applied just because o se > 
_ as you say, a distortion of the truth to suggest that the 7 
ö of a future var comes from “capitalist instigators" alcne. 7 
— | * is it not the case th: Can * overnpent in 
— =- 
* country? Unless we can attain to independ- 
— 
| | ome except the working mean has any influence in 
J lly governed by a single class in the comamity? : 
> sae — as I hope) this is true, it seens desirable that the 3 
— — Baker. 4 
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1940, will be re-opened. At South- 
dp ten, as at many other destroyed || 5itthday Greetings to 
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Once again we orave the indulgence of our readers for an 
emergency issue. The printers’. dispute is still in progress. 


Backed by the Church Aid Committee, Watford Unitarian Fellowship 
is embarking on an autumn expansion drive. Conscious early in life 
(the group is still quite young) that there is as much ignorance 
about Unitarianism as opposition to it, "Are you a Unitarian with- 
out knowing it?" is the campaign slogan. There will be three Special 
week-night meetings and three special Sunday services. In addition 


to press publicity, leaflets inviting people to come with their 


questions are being circulated in ‘hand-picked' areas a few days 
before each meeting. | | 


From Huddersfield comes a cutting from the "Examiner". The 
notice board of Fitzwilliam Street Church has changed the life of a 
young Frenchman. Four months ago on the board he read of Freed 
in Worship. The following Sunday he attended the church, and the 
following Sunday. .. and the following. He eventually told the 
minister he had a call for the ministry. He has given up his job 
as a “splendid pattern-weaver" and is now training for the Unitar - 
ian ministry at the Unitarian College, Manchester. 

The Southampton congregation are . 
8 holding up their heads. On HIBBERT JOURNAL 


ec.16 their church, destroyed in | October 1950 


churches, the cause has been sup- Dr. L.P. Jacks. 1 


ported by the work of a fart er. J. K. s 
teu. on Dec. 16 they will have their Religion and the Hise of - 
reward. | Western Culture 

News of Harvest Services are - Prof. AHNOLD 
Coming in. Forest Gate, London, || New Hebrew Scrolls. . . 
(cared for Most devotedly by two} Prof. G. n. M VER 


laymen}; Cheltenham, Newport ( IoW) | 
and Nantwich all report encellent Leier as a Critic of 


services. At Plymouth the centre- | the New Testament. . .- 


Piece of the produce displayed vas D. L. F. JACKS 


& representation in bread of the | Why the Reformation must 
five loaves and two fishes figur not be Compromised. . . 
ae in the Gospel story of the Prof. H. L. STE 


eeding of the five thousand —/ 


fishes eyes. Evolution REIL 

The Autumm Conference of the Men Without Mind?. . . 
Midland Christian Union was held Dr. F. H. 
at Kidderminster on Sep. 30. The 
event was of double significance, 
as it was the occasion of a visit 
by the President of the G.a., Er. r 

secondl 


DEATHS 
Subject of his address—“Music and CARTER. —On Uct.5,at “Glenar=", 
orship™" — was the result of the Wisborough Green,Billingsimrst, 
fact that our Midland organists Sussex, Mary, widow of Sidney 
have met from time to time to con— Carter, aged 79. 


Sider problems connected with the 


wider membership of our churches 

Cheshire, the dearly loved rite 

of the lete Arnold Rothwell 
Doncaster in September,Sunday Taylor,MRCS.,LRCP.,and daug= 

School scholars collected over n of the late Alderman J. H. Lor 

for the National Children's Home. F. Closely commected vit 

4 large congregation assembled for the Bethlehem Unitarian Churct, 


— — Fifth in Hossendale. 
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